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Farm News

Welcome! It’'s almost time to start. We’'ve beentigeta lot of calls wondering when the first pigh will

be so we figured we’d better send this off sayhag tve'll start the week of June.8It has been a very
cold spring, with small snow storms into April, ¢ats of snow in early May, and we even had a trost
May18, a week later than normal. The early platiogpeas and greens didn’t make it, despite maltip
plantings. Even now it has been cold at night, wethperatures in the 40’sthree nights this weel.tBe
days are warming nicely and things are coming aldvig have planted some of the early greens againe s
for the third time, and it’s looking much bettereWill try peas again in the fall.

On a much more positive note, we are way aheaasbfyear with getting stuff in the ground. We aliga
have the tomatoes and eggplants out and aboue$ atveggies planted. It was dry, but we got scaire
avoiding the halil, luckily. We just need those coights to warm up so the plants will really take ©he
first couple weeks will be slow, but after thaoibks great.

We’'re trying artichokes, soy beans and sweet pesafor the first time this year, as well as cekang
celeriac again. We’'re also planting a few differkinds of melons and beans. And there’s alreadiequbit
of corn transplanted in our great new field on @eaille Road in Westford. We're looking forward &
fantastic 18 year!

Our daughter, Michalle (aka Blondie), & Mike & IV®been joined by Paul, who is living with us and
working hard on the farm this year. Our nephewri€latwill be back as well as the crew from lasaye
Emily (already here) & Erin. We also have a newspar Annie. Our granddaughter, Allie (the littl@ihte)
has taken on the role of chief egg cleaner. Ibsgaesponsibility, so make sure to let her knowvisoshe’s
doing. Member Anna Barker will be back to help witle newsletter on a part time basis. Volume 10
already! We got better last year about puttingneesletters on the website in a timely fashion. We/ to
keep it up. We've hit a milestone. One of the Kiden a family who got a share is now getting henow
share!

As always, we encourage you to consider this “yatm” and to come visit anytim®irections can be seen
on our website at bearhillfarmcsa.com. I've trimntieel established plants in the pick-your-own hezt b
and planted some more. The chickens are layingesbave eggs. We were planning on raising some more
pigs like last year and we'll have pork for sale fhist week. Old members will be impressed with tiew
land we’ve cleared.

Homeless Shelter

For quite a while members have contributed towdadgating shares to the Pawtucket House, a family
shelter in Lowell. We already have 1 full share] are're also taking donations of any amount to add
together to make up more shares as well. We candergou with the info so that it will be tax dedile.
Over the years we’ve had 2 to 4 shares donatea¢hvddds up to a lot of food.

Pick-up

The first pick up is the week of June 18th, rairsloine as always. We don’t take holidays off eithée will
try to make up for the late start in the fall. Aetbeginning there won't be a lot, and there magdree short
weeks even after we've started, so please be patignus. As soon as the warm weather sets irgthill
pop out of the ground.

Pick-up is any time between 3 and 7 on Mondays, Wsdays or Fridays. Feel free to call if you don’t
remember which pick-up day you’'ve chosen. If yowbgovacation & would like to switch your day for a
week PLEASE let us know a week ahead of time. Yaul@ave friends pick up for you as long as you
explain to them what to do. That way we won’t wagiar veggies if you don’t show up on your chosay.d
We can’t donate shares to the shelter that arégzked up because we have no way of getting thene the
unless we know a week ahead.




Our farm dog, Missy, is now 15! She’s pretty ddmit she’s still getting around. The only rule isdags,
please, there are too many small children. Speakimghich, please make sure they are extra casstulnd
the road since some people drive fast. There tsqulge a bit of poison ivy on the farm, adjacenpéths,
particularly on stone walls. Be careful! The ontier rule is no kids down by the pond without avgmap
that can swim, for obvious reasons. The area arthmdrigation pond has been cleared, so we neéeé t
more careful. Park anywhere but in the bar waysdwiook like dirt roads within the farm).

The farm stand is up a short path next to the simojhe same side of the road as the house. Alhgoe to
do is read the board to see what a full sharedschnse your veggies. Cross your name off firsveknow
you've been by. We have a full share listed, spfeewho split shares should pick out a whole shak
then divide it up to prevent confusion. If your ghaartner is also coming to the farm separatelyensarre
their bag is labeled so they know it's theirs agel free to leave them notes on the sign in sheet.
Please bring your own plastic or cloth bags siheaveggies are often wet. We'll also take your clegg
cartons to reuse. Looking forward to seeing younsoo



